Preface

The melody of the song Portsmouth (the port
on England’s south coast) is from The English
Dancing Master, a collection of popular

17" century English dance music published in
London by John Playford (1623—-1686) in

17 editions between 1651 and 1728. Some of
the pieces were written specially for the collec-
tion; others were well known melodies which in
many cases dated back to the 16" century. The
names of the various composers have not been
preserved. Every piece was accompanied by
instructions for the appropriate dance.
Portsmouth was included in the eleventh edition
of The English Dancing Master, which appeared
in 1701.

Having interpreted the traditional Scottish
Sailors Hornpipe in his first album Tubular

Bells in 1973, the British pop individualist Mike
Oldfield reactivated the Portsmouth melody i
an instrumental version in 1976, which finis
up third in the UK charts.
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uffilhrungshinweise

Musizieren Sie genau im angegebenen Zeitmal,
tanzerisch und nicht zu lieblich. Klatschen und
stampfen Sie zum Gesang und bringen Sie den
ensbejahenden Grundcharakter des Liedes
Klingen. Ihre Interpretation darf die Zuhdrer
cht ruhig sitzen lassen. Steigern Sie Lautstarke
nd Intensitat bis hin zum abschlieend laut aus-
gerufenen ,Ports-mouth®.

Carsten Gerlitz, geboren 1966 in Berlin,
studierte Musik und Informatik. Er arbeitet als
Musiker, Chorleiter, Arrangeur und Autor fur
verschiedene Verlage und Labels. Im eigenen
Tonstudio betreut und leitet er Wort- und Mu-
sikproduktionen. Mit seinem Chor ,THE HAP-
PY DISHARMONISTS - Chor einmal anders*
produzierte er zahlreiche CDs. Gerlitz erhielt
1995 den Berliner Kulturpreis ,Bonzo®.
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Portsmouth

SATB a cappella and Piano

arsten Gerlitz

Music: Traditional

A J-104

‘Words: Irene Wohlfahrt
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