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THE BOSCOMBE VALLEY MYSTERY

Dr Watson Miss Alice Turner

Mr Charles McCarthy
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1 A telegram from Sherlock Holmes

{13 | am Dr Watson and | am a friend of the famous detective® Mr
Sherlock Holmes.
One morning, my wife and | were having breakfast, when a
telegram came. It was from Sherlock Holmes. He wrote:

Dear Watson, Can you conme and help ne for a
few days? Am going to the west of England to
i nvestigate® the Bosconbe Vall ey murder. Pl ease
cone. The Bosconbe Valley is beautiful. W | eave
London fromPaddi ngton Station on the 11:15 train.

‘What do you think?" said my wife, looking at me. ‘Are you
going to go?’

‘Well,” | answered, ‘I have a lot of patients® to see at the moment.’

‘The other doctor can see your patients,” my wife replied. ‘You
can have a little holiday. You know you like to help Mr Sherlock
Holmes.’

‘Yes,’ | replied. ‘But | must pack® a suitcase® quickly. The train
leaves in half an hour.’

Because | was a soldier in Afghanistan | am very good at packing
quickly. Soon | was in a taxi with my suitcase, on the way to
Paddington Station.

GLOSSARY

e detective: person who tries to find out e patients: people a doctor helps
information about a crime e suitcase: bag for clothes while

e investigate: find out about travelling

e pack: put things in a bag or suitcase
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When | got there, Sherlock Holmes was walking up and down. He
was tall and thin and he wore a long cloak® and a hat.

‘Thank you very much for coming, Watson,’ he said. ‘It is good
to have you with me. You always help me a lot. If you can find
two seats on the train for us, | can buy the tickets.’

On the train, Holmes and | were the only two in the carriage®.
Holmes had lots of newspapers with him. He read all the newspapers,
wrote some ideas on paper and thought for a long time.

‘So, Watson,’ he asked. ‘Do you know about the Boscombe
Valley murder?’

‘No, | don't. | don’t read newspapers very often,’ | replied.

‘There isn’t very much information in the London newspapers,’
said Holmes. ‘The Boscombe Valley murder is a simple case®,
but it’s also very difficult.’

‘Hmmm, that sounds a little strange, Holmes,’ | replied.

‘But it's true,” he said. ‘In this case, it looks very bad for the
son of the murdered man. The police think he — the son — is the
murderer. Listen, Watson, I'm going to tell you what | know.’

MATCH

Find and underline the words in the text linked to ‘murder’.
Then match.

1 murder [ person killed
2 murdered man [ illegal killing of a person
3 murderer 1 killer
GLOSSARY
e carriage: (here) car of a train e cloak: long coat without sleeves
e case: (here) event that police
investigate
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TER READING vOCABULARY

1 Circle the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

70

a

b

= uQ

We left Lestrade and drove to our hotel. We had / were
having lunch there.

As we drank / were drinking tea in the hotel, Lestrade
laughed.

His servant knew that McCarthy had / was having an
appointment.

In my hotel | sat / was sitting on a sofa and tried to read a
novel.

When | got there, Sherlock Holmes walked / was walking up
and down.

Mr McCarthy was walking alone. James McCarthy followed
his father a few minutes later. And James had / was having
a gun under his arm.

‘My father lies / is lying dead in the woods, and | need help!
‘Maybe someone took the cloak when you didn’t look /
weren’t looking.’

Mr Turner closed his eyes. He drank / was drinking some
water and continued.

Poor Mr Turner had / was having a limp in his right leg.
Holmes returned very late that night. He came / was coming
back alone, as Lestrade was staying at another hotel in
Ross.

What is the word for each of the definitions below? The first letter
is already there.

a
b
C
d
e

Go red in the face. B
Terrible dream. N
Bag for clothes while traveling. S
E
P

A more respectful form for ‘old’ people.
Confused; not sure.
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TER READING CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH EXAMS

@
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A2 Key English Test Reading and Writing Part 2
Read the sentences and choose the best word (A, B, or C) for each

space.

a Mr John Turner ..... a lot of money in Australia.
A had B did C made

b ‘Watson, you ..... always believe obvious facts,” Holmes
answered.
A mustn’t B couldnt C don't

¢ ‘Thereisnot ..... information in the London newspapers.’
A an B some C much

d ‘... | was a soldier in Afghanistan | am very good at
packing quickly.’
A When B Because C After

e ‘... the grey cloak belong to the murderer?’
A But B Did C How

f ‘His son James was now grown up, and ..... was my Alice.’
A so B here C she

g Weall got ..... a carriage and drove to our hotel.
A on B into C up

h In the morning it was sunny and there were ..... clouds in
the sky.
A no B many C any

i Holmes looked at the ground ..... his magnifying glass.
A through B and C by

..... lunch Holmes was silent and had a strange expression
on his face.
A While B Having C During



