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emphasizes: shows the
importance of
flashbacks: moments
when past events are
remembered
observers: people who
look carefully
presence: (of someone
or thing) is in a place
task: job

thicker: (here) more
difficult to understand
works: (here) books;

stories
©
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% Mr Quint % % Miss Jessel %
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3 [m Listen to an extract from the story, when the governess
describes her two young pupils, Miles and Flora. Answer the

questions below. Put a tick (v) in the correct box.

a

b

I

3

a
b
c
d

Miles learnt many things by himself.

OO0 =
LI0] =

Miles and Flora often had arguments.

Match the peop]e with something they do as part of their job.

[] governess 2 [ headmaster

[] housekeeper 4 [ maid

informs parents about their children’s progress
teaches children to read and write

clears the table after dinner

tells servants what to do

5 Complete the extracts from the story with an appropriate word from

Exercise 4.

a

b

C

d

Then I remembered Mrs Grose’s words when the ..................... S
letter arrived: ‘All boys are bad sometimes.

A let her in and asked her to wait in a small room.
The ovvvviiiiiiinne, and a little gir] appeared at the door to
welcome me.

Needing to work, she decided to answer an advertisement in a

newspaper for the position Oof oo, .

6 @‘} Who are the peop]e on pages 52 and 64? What do you think

these women are like? Discuss your ideas with a partner.
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1

Prologue

It was Christmas Eve and I was with some friends in an old house in the
country. After an eariy dinner, we lit the candles in the sitting room and
gathered‘ around the fire.

“This old house makes me think of ghost stories,; Griffin said.

‘Oh, please tell us one! cried the ladies.

‘Are you sure?’ Griflin asked. ‘You might be frightened!’

We all agreed that a little excitement was exactly what we Wanted, SO
Griflin started to tell us a story. When he finished it, nohody moved or
spoke for a few moments. Then one of the ladies said, ‘How unusual! A
child that sees a ghost. I haven't heard a story like that before.

After that a coupie of other people told stories, but they were rather
dull®. Inoticed that Dougias was very quiet. ‘He wants to tell us something,’
I thought.

I was right. Just before we went to bed he said, ‘Griffin’s story was
unusual, it’s true. But if the child gives the effect another turn of the screw,
what about a story with TWO children?

Of course everyone wanted to hear it.

T can't tell it. It must be read,’ said Douglas. ‘But the storyisina locked
drawer in my house in London’

When he saw the looks of disappointment on our faces, he quickly
added, ‘If you like T'll write to my servant® in the morning. I can give him

the key to the drawer and ask him to send the pages of the story here’

. dllll: boring e servant: person WhO WOI’I{S in another person’s

. gathered: came together home
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‘Did you write the story, Douglas?' I asked.

‘No, I didn’t] he replied. ‘It was written by a woman, my sister’s
governess. She sent me the pages more than twenty years ago, just before
she died. She was a charming' person, ten years older than me. I met her
one summer during the holidays. I ' was at university at the time. We often
went for walks together. I think she liked me and I liked her. I was the only
person she told her story to.

The story arrived a few days later. In the evening we all gathered in the
sitting room again. Everyone was looking forward to hearing the story.
Douglas sat in the best chair next to the fire. The manuscript was on his
knees.

‘Before you hear the story, you need to know the circumstances®, he
began. ‘The woman was the youngest daughter of a poor country priest.
Needing to work, she decided to answer an advertisement in a newspaper
for the position of governess®. The advertiser repiied saying that he would
like to meet her. Could she come to London? She immediateiy bought a
coach® ticket and a week later she was on her way there. The advertiser had
a big house in arich part of the city. As she waited at the door she felt both
excited and nervous. She was oniy twenty at the time and this was her first
job. A maid let her in and asked her to wait in a small room.

. charming: very pleasant e governess: woman who teaches children to
o circumstances: facts or conditions read and write in their home
o coach: old-fashioned vehicle puﬂed by horses o master: (here) man who owned the house

° suPPosed: thought
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‘A few minutes later the master® of the house arrived and greeted her.
His appearance surprised her. Young, handsome and weﬂ-dressed, he was
like the men in old romantic novels — or the dreams of a country priest’s
daughter! She supposed‘ that he was also very rich because the house
was full of beautiful things. He sat down opposite her and explained his
situation.

“I'm 1ooking fora governess for my young niece and nephew,” he said
and smiled at her.



“Their parents, my brother and his wife, died two years ago in India
and now the children are all alone in the world. I've tried to help the
poor little things, but, not being married myself, I have no experience
of children. I sent them to live in Bly, my house in Essex. The country is
much safer than the city and the air is better. Don’t you agree?”

“The young woman nodded®. Without knowing Why, she reaﬂy wanted
to help him. He was so very charming.

“Mrs Grose, the housekeeper’ at Bly,” he continued, “is an excellent
woman and there are plenty of servants there. Unfortunate]y the children’s
first governess died suddenly. She was a nice young lady and the children
loved her. After that we sent Miles to school and Mrs Grose looked after
Flora. You will look after Flora and when Miles comes home for the school

holidays, you will be responsible for both of them of course.”

The master of the house
What is the master of the house like?
Is he interested in the children?
Does the young woman like him?

Is he going to offer her the job?
@‘) Tell a friend.

. house](eeper: (here) person WhO tells servants L] noclr]ed: moved her head up an& down to ShOW

what to do that she agreed
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‘He offered her a good salary‘, but she wasn’t sure that she wanted the
job. She was afraid that she might be loneiy in the country with only two
children for company.

‘But she accepted the job,’ I said.

“Yes, she did; rep]ied Douglas.

‘Because she was in love with the man.

‘She saw him only twice!

‘Tt only takes 2 moment to fall in love,’ I replied.

Doug]as gotup and moved a 1og‘ on the fire.

“Yes, you're right,’ he said. He was looking at the burning logs. ‘Love
is strange, isn't it? She accepted the job knowing that she could never see
him again/

‘How did she know that?’

‘It was one of the conditions of the job. His most important condition.
“If you accept,” he said, “you will be responsible for the children. You must
do everything for them. You mustn’t write to me or try to get in touch
with® me. I don’t want to know anything. Do you agree to my condition?”

“I do,” she repiied.’

‘What's the title of the story, Douglas?’ somebody asked quietiy.

Tt hasn't got one, he said sitting down. Then he opened the faded® red
cover of the manuscript and he began to read.

o faded: less bright and coloured as when it was . log: piece of wood
new . salary: money received from a job
e getin touch with: contact
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AFTER READING VOCABULARY

8o

e

1 Use five of the words in the box to complete the sentences.

shady dismiss fond curls
dull fading emotional  blush

The sun was hot that day, SO they decided to movetoa.............

spot.

They soon became ............ of me and were a]ways doing things to
please me.

Tdidn't ............ , although I did feel embarrassed’

Not all the stories were interesting, some of them were rather

The girl had go]den ............ , blue eyes and a sweet expression.

2 @ In pairs, create three sentences with the words left out in Exercise 1.

3 Read and correct the following sentences. Change the nouns to

adj ectives or adj ectives to nouns. There is one mistake in each sentence.
Ex. I felt too agitation to start the lesson. => 1 felt too AGITATED to start
the lesson.

a6 ot e

o

It was a love June evening.

She was on]y a short distant away from me now.

There was an innocence expression in his blue eyes.

I was the only person who could protect them. I needed to be very
brave - hero!

I recognized the black dress, the beautiful face and the tragedy
expression.

The suspense was too much for me. I thought that I might go
madness.

Miles was a very sense child.



AFTER READING CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH EXAMS

88

P
1

a

Bz Preliminary English Test Reading Part

Comp]ete the sentences below by clloosing the correct answer.

‘You mustn’t write to me or try to ....... in touch with me.
A become B be C end D get

She immediately bought a coach ticket and a week later she ......
on her way there.

A got B was C found D set

When I saw the ghost, my heart ...... a beat.

A had B felt C got D missed

She suddenly burst ...... tears.

A with B in C on D into

I asked Mrs Grose about the last governess. “What ...... she like¥
A did B was C looked D does

I often thought about asking the children about the ghost, butI
never ...... the courage.

A had B took C find D showed
Miles was using my fearto ...... what he wanted.

A obtain B have C receive D get

‘Can’t you see her? 1 cried taking ...... of her arm.

A most B all C care D hold

I expected to see Quint'’s face at the window, but it was ...... there.
Ano longer B notanymore C anymore D any longer

‘Oh, p]ease, miss, write to him! the housekeeper said almost ......
tears.
Ato B on C in D with

I couldn’t sleep that night. I ...... thinking about Quint.
A was B got C kept D stopped



